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MINUTES OF PENZANCE COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held remotely via 
‘Zoom’ on Monday 13 July 2020 at 5:00pm  
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor N C Broadhurst (Town Mayor) 
 P Young (Deputy Mayor) 
  
Councillors D J Axford 
 K M Baker 
 S Bosworth  
 R B Cliffe 
 S M Cordel (left at 5.56pm) 
 N A Davis 
 J H Dixon 
 W Elliott 
 J M How  
 B Jackson 
 J S Lambourn 
 N G Pengelly (from 5.13pm) 
 M B Thomas 
 N N Waller 
 C A C White 
 
Also present:  Hester Hunt (Town Clerk), Helen Wilson-Prowse (Support Services 
Manager/RFO), Ben Brosgall (Leisure & Amenities Manager), Cllrs Tim Dwelly & Jim 
McKenna (Cornwall Council), Nick Howell, Dr Lynne Jones (Extinction Rebellion), 
Rebecca Lyle (Cornwall Council), Andrew Archer (Cormac Ltd), Rachel Yates 
(Sustainable Penzance), Jess Morris (Penzance BID Manager), Michael Rabbitte 
 
The Town Clerk conducted a roll-call of members present. 
 

22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Absent without apologies: Cllrs A L Bates, R A Mann 
 

23. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
None. 
 

24. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME 
 
Dr Lynne Jones 
 
Spoke for Penzance XR and also personally as a doctor. Her key points were on the 

effects of air pollution and its impact on people’s health , the risk of resurgence of Covid 

19 and the difficulties of maintaining safe physical distancing particularly in Market Jew 

Street and the advantages of reduced traffic in the centre of Penzance.  
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Nick Howell 
 
Was supportive of the scheme but expressed concern over parking in the town. Andrew 
Archer advised that Cornwall Council staff would continue to work from home for the 
foreseeable future and that more parking would be available at Saint John’s Hall.  
 
Michael Rabbitte 
 
Supported the scheme but stressed that proposed restrictions should be enforced.  
 
Cllr Jim McKenna 
 
Cllr McKenna mentioned that Penzance was well-placed to undergo the trial of the 
gyratory and pedestrian movement proposals and was one of three priority towns in 
Cornwall.  The trial would be implemented at no cost to the Town Council and was a 
move towards improving the town on a long-term basis. 
 
Cllr Tim Dwelly 
 
Cllr Dwelly stressed that this was an important initiative for Penzance and that the aim 
was to make Penzance pedestrian-friendly, not pedestrian only.  The trial proposals 
would make access to the town centre easier for pedestrians and cyclists.  However, it 
should be note that this was only a trial and changes could be made to the proposed 
measures, if required. 
 

25. TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the press) have been 
excluded as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960  
 
There were no confidential items to be discussed. 
 

26. TO APPROVE WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

No requests had been submitted. 
 
27. TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF WHICH PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE 

HAD BEEN GIVEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SO NO. 17 
 
No questions had been submitted. 

 
28. REPORTS FOR DECISION 

 
(a) Support for Penzance Gyratory & Other Pedestrian Movement Proposals 

Cornwall Council, in conjunction with the Penzance Place Shaping Group, had 

been reviewing potential transport interventions that would enable Penzance town 
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centre to be prioritised for ‘People’ as opposed to ‘Motor Vehicles’.  It had been 

recognised that traffic dominance in the town centre needed to be reduced to 

support health, well-being and the vitality of the town. 

 

A trial scheme to reduce through traffic in Penzance had been formulated and was 

due to be introduced following the Tour of Britain cycle race start in September 

2020, however, the race had been postponed until September 2021. 

 

Government guidance on developing Covid-19 secure town centres and promoting 

greater walking and cycling as part of a sustainable Covid-19 recovery package 

had provided an opportunity to develop a revised scheme for introduction in 

summer 2020. This was subject to local community support and adequate funding.  

There was strong support from the local community for pedestrianisation of high 

streets across Cornwall to support social distancing and a sustainable recovery 

from Covid-19, as evidenced by numerous requests received by the Council and 

the ‘Cornwall we want’ consultation. 

 

Members were informed that Cornwall Council would only run the trial if there was 

unanimous support from the main stakeholders in the town: Cornwall Councillors, 

Penzance Council and the Penzance BID.  

 

The trial scheme would be developed, implemented and monitored by Cornwall 

Council, as the local highway authority.  The two key documents that had assisted 

in developing the traffic management proposals were: 

 

• Penzance Neighbourhood Plan 
• Sustainable Penzance – Transport Theme 
 
The Cormac technical group had developed proposals for the trial which had been 

presented to Penzance Council for consideration at an informal meeting held the 

previous week.  Rebecca Lyle and Andrew Archer re-capped on the main points 

and aims of the proposals and it was noted that:  

 

• the aim was to reduce vehicular access to the town centre, not remove it 

totally; 

• Disabled parking would still be available on Princes Street and Chapel 

Street 

• Community support for the proposals was needed 

• The trial would need to run for at least 3-6 minutes in order to assess fully 

• A project working group was being formed and each stakeholder group 

would be asked to nominate a representative to the working group. 

 

Rachel Yates welcomed the proposals which were in line with the aims of moving 

to a ‘sustainable community’ for which transport was a key issue and these 
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proposals fit with the first phase of the Sustainable Penzance vision and the 

Climate Emergency Plan. 

 

Following the presentations by the technical group, members had the opportunity 

to put questions to the panel.  Some concerns were raised and these are listed 

below: 

 

• Did the traffic movement data that was compiled include self-employed 

workers?  Data from all sectors was collated; the proposals aimed to 

encourage those who could make changes to their travelling habits to make 

them. 

[Cllr Cordel left the meeting – 5.56pm] 

 

• Access to Newlyn westwards along the promenade would still be possible 

but travelling East from Newlyn towards Penzance would need to be via the 

A30. 

 

• Concerns were raised that the plans were very much town centre focussed 

and that a much wider area need to be looked at, given the rural nature of 

the local area and the reliance on public transport for the surrounding 

villages.  It was also mentioned that the use of bicycles was impractical for 

the majority of the local population. 

 

• It was felt that, by routing traffic away from the access to the harbour and 

town centre, Penzance would be losing one of its unique selling points, i.e. 

the views over the harbour and bay, and this would have a detrimental 

effect on local businesses that were already suffering economically 

following the recent Covid-19 pandemic lockdown.  Although supporting the 

proposals, it was felt the trial should take place out of the main tourist 

season, not in the middle of the summer. 

 

• It was noted that Causewayhead had not been included in the proposals 

and that the proposed no waiting or loading restriction from 10.00am to 

4.00pm was too long; it was proposed that the restriction could start at 

11.00am instead. 

 

• Would parking along the promenade still be available?  Only 6-8 parking 

bays would be lost to accommodate pedestrian crossing points. 

 

• Will a disability group be represented on the working group?  iSight 

Cornwall and Disability Cornwall were always involved and the scheme 

would be discussed with them. 

 



  Penzance Council, 13 July 2020 

 

 - 27 - 

• The trial scheme was welcomed by some members, especially as it would 

help to address the problem of very narrow pavements in the context of 

maintaining social distancing, following the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

• Concerns were raised that no consultation on the proposals had been held.  

It was explained that trials are not normally consulted on, the trial in itself 

forms a consultation and all feedback from the trial would be taken into 

account. 

 

• It was noted that the trial had been in the planning phase for nine months 

and had been initiated by the Penzance Regeneration Partnership in an 

effort to improve Penzance town centre. 

 

• Concerns were raised that re-routing traffic to the Heamoor roundabout 

could impact on the potential building plans in Heamoor. 

 

• Was adequate funding available?  Yes - Cornwall Council had committed to 

the trial and the funding available through the Town Deal Board (£500,000 

for financial year 2020/21) was being looked at. 

 

• It was recognised that the proposals did not include plans to make Alverton 

Street more pedestrian-friendly at this stage but it was also noted that a 

traffic speed reduction to 20mph could help in this area. 

 

• Concerns over the safety of Ross Bridge.  Temporary repairs had recently 

been carried out with longer term repairs due to take place later in the year 

in conjunction with planned harbour repairs. 

 

• The Emergency Services were being included in discussions about the 

proposed trial. 

 

• Suggestions for further improvements included installing a pedestrian 

crossing outside the Premier Inn (Branwells Mill); re-surfacing Market Jew 

Street with paving slabs; making the priority traffic flow along Market Jew 

Street West to East rather than East to West. 

 

Following these discussions, members were asked to vote and it was 

 

RESOLVED – 
 
that Penzance Council agree to support the gyratory and other pedestrian 

movement proposals in principle. This being subject to Penzance Council having 

close, continued involvement in the progress of the project.  

(Proposed: Cllr How; seconded: Cllr White) 
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For:  Cllrs Axford, Baker, Broadhurst, Cliffe, Dixon, Elliott, How, Jackson, 
Lambourn, Pengelly, Thomas, White, Young. 
Against: Cllr Bosworth 
Abstained: Cllrs Davis, Waller.  
 

29. MATTERS ARISING FOR REPORT AT NEXT MEETING ONLY 

 

None. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 6.19pm  
 
 
 
 

Town Mayor  
21 September 2020 


