
 

 

 - 17 - 

MINUTES OF PENZANCE COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held remotely via 
‘Zoom’ on Thursday 2 July 2020 at 7:00pm  
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor N C Broadhurst (Town Mayor) 
 P Young (Deputy Mayor) 
  
Councillors D J Axford 
 K M Baker 
 S Bosworth  
 R B Cliffe (left at 7.55pm) 
 N A Davis 
 J H Dixon 
 W Elliott 
 J M How (from 7.15pm) 
 B Jackson 
 J S Lambourn 
 N G Pengelly (from 7.05pm) 
 N N Waller (from 7.17pm; left at 7.55pm) 
 C A C White 
 
Also present:  Hester Hunt (Town Clerk), Teresa Fogarty (Senior Administration 
Officer), Helen Wilson-Prowse (Support Services Manager/RFO), Ben Brosgall (Leisure 
& Amenities Manager), Anna Renton (Director, Penlee House), Michael Rabbitte, Cllr 
Tim Dwelly (Cornwall Council) 
 
The Town Clerk conducted a roll-call of members present. 
 

14. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Councillors S M Cordel, R A Mann, M B Thomas 
Cornwall Councillors Mario Fonk, Cornelius Olivier 
 
Absent without apologies: Councillor A L Bates 
 

15. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
None. 
 

16. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME 
 
Cllr Tim Dwelly 
 
Cllr Dwelly provided an update on potential extra funding (£500,000) being provided by 
government to the Town Deal.  There would be a requirement to spend the funding on 
specific issues such as sustainable transport and green/park spaces. 
 
Cornwall Council had submitted a request for extra discretionary grants in the region of 
£27m and it was hoped that this funding would be shortly forthcoming.  It was also 
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noted that hospitality premises with a rateable value of over £50,000 could be eligible 
for a government grant. 
 
Michael Rabbitte 
 
Mr Rabbitte had become aware that Penzance Council was not fully informed of the 
activities of the local community radio station and he had asked the radio station to 
interact more with the Council. 
 
Mr Rabbitte raised concerns about the level of the financial deficit in the Penlee House 
budget and asked how this could be justified to the public.  The Mayor asked Cllr Axford 
(Chair of the Penlee House Committee) to respond and Mr Rabbitte was asked to 
telephone Cllr Axford. 
 

17. TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the press) have been 
excluded as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960  
 
There were no confidential items to be discussed. 
 

18. TO APPROVE WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

No requests had been submitted. 
 
19. TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF WHICH PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE 

HAD BEEN GIVEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SO NO. 17 
 
No questions had been submitted. 

 
20. REPORTS FOR DECISION 

 
(a) Support for Local Public Safety Measures – relaxation of national Covid-19 

restrictions 

In order to make the relaxation measures as safe as possible, Penzance Council 

had worked with Penzance BID and Cornwall Council to ensure businesses could 

open safely and that the public can navigate the streets in Penzance whilst 

maintaining safe social distancing. The measures included the provision of 

stewards in the town centre who acted in an advisory capacity.  Members of the 

public had volunteered for the role, but it had initially been performed by council 

officers and members.  

It was intended that Penzance Council would continue to work with its partners to 

ensure that future relaxations were implemented as safely as possible. 
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Members were invited to support the proposed resolution which was intended to 
reassure the public and local businesses that Penzance Council was supportive of 
public safety and aware of the dilemma confronting many businesses. 
 
Cllr Pengelly thanked Cllrs Baker, Elliott, How and Jackson for volunteering to 
steward the town centre during the opening up phase following the Covid-19 
lockdown. 
 

[Cllrs How and Waller joined the meeting] 
 
It was then unanimously 
 
RESOLVED – to continue to work with Cornwall Council, Penzance BID and other 
members of the Safer Penzance Partnership to maximize public safety as the 
Government’s Covid-19 restrictions were gradually withdrawn. 
(Proposed: Cllr Cliffe; seconded: Cllr White)  
 

(b) Social Action Fund Grant Application – Pengarth Day Centre 
 

Pengarth Day Centre had applied for a grant to fund the fitting of protective 
Perspex shields in two of their vehicles to enable the safe transport of elderly and 
vulnerable clients to and from their homes for recreational journeys and to the day 
centre when they were able to re-open following the Government guidelines on the 
relaxation of restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
It was recognised that the clients of Pengarth were vulnerable and that Pengarth 
provided an invaluable service to many people. 
 
Cllr Bosworth wished to personally thank Cllrs Baker and Jackson for their 
assistance during the Covid-19 lockdown. 
 
It was unanimously 
 
RESOLVED – to award a grant of £1,500 to Pengarth Day Centre from the Social 
Action Fund to facilitate fitting protective screens in two of Pengarth’s vehicles. 
(Proposed: Cllr Cliffe; seconded: Cllr White) 

 
(c) CRCC Youth Activities in Summer Season 
 

Due to the late submission of the paperwork by the organisation, this item was 
deferred to the next Council meeting on 20 July 2020. 
 

(d) Leisure & Amenities Committee – Reserve Movements 
 

The Finance & General Purposes Committee had recommended approval for the 
movement of reserves to facilitate funding for repair/remedial work that had been 
identified to boundaries around the Penlee Car Park, Penlee Park South West, 
Trannack/Mennaye Allotment fields and Heamoor, and it was unanimously 
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RESOLVED – to accept the recommendation of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee and approve the following virements from reserves to identified 
expenditure budget lines: 
 
1) £21,048 from Car Park Maintenance reserve to budget line 1060/4 Penlee 

Park Maintenance 
2) £15,000 from Penlee Park Infrastructure Improvements reserve to the active 

budget line. 
3) £17,334 from Allotment Provision Fund to budget line 1045/9/3 
4) £17,500 from Boundary Repair/Replacement reserve to budget line 1130/1 
(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Jackson) 
 

(e) Penlee House Committee - Virement from Penlee House Fab-Plant Reserve 
 
 The Finance & General Purposes Committee had recommended approval of a 

virement of funds to facilitate the installation of an awning above the terrace of the 
Orangery Café that would provide protection from rain as well as sunshine.  This 
would be especially helpful with social distancing requirements when the Café re-
opened and it was unanimously 

 
RESOLVED – to approve a virement of £1,637.50 from the Penlee House 

Fabric/Plant reserve line 2995/2 to the Penlee House Maintenance budget line 

2100/2 to enable the café awning to be recovered as recommended by the 

Finance & General Purposes Committee. 

 (Proposed: Cllr Axford; seconded: Cllr Baker) 
 
  (f) Approval of Revised 2020/21 Budget – Covid-19 Impact 

 
The Covid-19 crisis had had an impact on the Council’s income levels; 

predominantly due to the closure of Penlee House and public toilets and the loss 

of revenue from the Penlee car park. 

 

In accordance with Financial Regulations and risk management practices, the 

existing 2020/21 budget, agreed at full Council in December 2019, had been 

reviewed and revised to reflect the current and potential ongoing situation.  A 

review of risk, as a result of the Covid-19 crisis, had also been recommended in 

the subsequent internal auditor’s report. 

 

At its meeting of 15 June, the Finance & General Purposes Committee had 

recommended approval of the revised 2020/21 budget. 

 

The Support Services Manager/RFO provided a verbal update and clarification of 

the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the Council’s budget and it was noted that 

the Council remained in a financially stable position.   

 

Members were reminded that £40,000 still need to be identified for the Promenade 

refurbishment and Cllr Dixon proposed transferring the £25,000 that had been 
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earmarked for the Hypatia Trust project into the General Fund Reserve.  However, 

it was possible that the project would still proceed and the Town Clerk would seek 

clarification on the status of the project from the Hypatia Trust and report back to 

the Council at a future date. 

 

Some Members raised concerns about the level of the shortfall in the Penlee 

House budget and it was mentioned that Penlee House accounted for 24.5% of 

the precept and 28.5% of reserves.  Those members who raised concerns felt that 

they could not vote for the overall budget due to the financial picture for Penlee 

House. 

 

It was pointed out that, before the Covid-19 pandemic, measures had been 

discussed to improve the financial situation of Penlee House but, due to the 

lockdown, it had not been possible to implement these measures. 

 

The Mayor suggested that a paper be prepared by those Councillors who had 

raised concerns and that this could form the basis for a discussion at a future 

Council meeting. 

 

Support for Penlee House as a cultural and tourist attraction was voiced and it was 

noted that all businesses had suffered due to the pandemic lockdown. 

 

The Support Services Manager/RFO reminded Members that the original budget 

for 2020/21 had been agreed in December 2019 and the net difference resulting 

from the lockdown in respect of Penlee House amounted to just under £60,000. 

 

[7.55pm - Cllrs Cliffe and Waller left the meeting] 

 
Following this discussion, it was 

  
RESOLVED – to accept and approve the revised budget for the financial year 

2020/21. 

(Proposed: Cllr Pengelly; seconded: Cllr Dixon) 

 

For: Cllrs Axford, Baker, Broadhurst, Dixon, How, Pengelly, White, Young 
Against: Cllrs Bosworth, Davis, Elliott, Jackson, Lambourn 
Abstained: None 
 

21. MATTERS ARISING FOR REPORT AT NEXT MEETING ONLY 

 

• CRCC Youth Activities in Summer Season – grant request 

• Revised Budget 2020/21 (for information) 

• Update on the Hypatia Trust project (if available) 
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The meeting closed at 7.59pm  
 
 
 
 

Town Mayor  
20 July 2020 


