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MINUTES OF PENZANCE COUNCIL MEETING held remotely via ‘Zoom’ on Monday 
20 July 2020 at 7:00pm  
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor N C Broadhurst (Town Mayor) 
 P Young (Deputy Mayor) 
  
Councillors D J Axford 
 K M Baker 
 R B Cliffe (from 7.55pm) 
 S M Cordel 
 N A Davis (left 8.03pm) 
 J H Dixon 
 W Elliott 
 J M How  
 B Jackson 
 J S Lambourn (left 8.03pm) 
 N G Pengelly 
 M B Thomas 
 C A C White 
 
Also present:  Hester Hunt (Town Clerk), Michael Rabbitte, Cllrs Tim Dwelly & Roger 
Harding (Cornwall Council) 
 
The Town Clerk conducted a roll-call of members present. 
 

29. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Councillors A L Bates, S Bosworth, R A Mann 
 
Absent without apologies: Cllr N N Waller 
 

30. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
Cllrs Broadhurst and Baker declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 12(d)(ii) 
Grant Funding Requests – Growing Links Street Food Project, as they volunteered for 
the organisation. 
 

31. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME 
 
Cllr Tim Dwelly 
 

• The possible funding of £0.5m from the Government via the Town Board Fund was 
progressing quickly and it was hoped that this could be used for a bicycle 
infrastructure to include the trial of installing bike hangars on potentially six roads in 
Penzance and Newlyn.  This would provide a safe area for people to store and/or 
park bicycles.  The support of the Town Council for this initiative would be greatly 
appreciated; however, it was noted that the investment project would have to be 
completed by 31 March 2021. 
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• Discretionary Grants – Cornwall Council had utilised the £13.5m provided by 
Government and there was a demand from 3500 further businesses for additional 
grants.  Cornwall Council wished to free up a further £27m for providing grants and 
was waiting for Government to make a decision nationally. 

 
Michael Rabbitte 
 

• Penlee House – Mr Rabbitte thanked Cllr Axford for contacting him about the 
questions he raised at a previous meeting concerning the financial position of 
Penlee House. 

 

• The proposed traffic management plan had been discussed on social media and it 
was noted that Mr Rabbitte had been subjected to what he considered to be,  some 
fairly unpleasant comments from a Cornwall Council Officer when he was trying to 
explain to a member of the public the details of the trial project.  He would be taking 
this up with Cllr Dwelly and/or Cllr McKenna. 

 
32. CORNWALL COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 
The following written reports were submitted: 
 
Cllr Jim McKenna 
 

• PENZANCE PROMENADE 
 Work is now progressing at pace and on schedule to be completed at or before the 

end of October. 

 

 The slipway just beyond (Newlyn side) of the Jubilee Pool, which gives access to 

the beach, is due to be opened up again at the end of this week. 

 

 I am hopeful that the first part of the prom, running as far as the Queens Hotel will 

be opened up within 3 to 4 weeks. 

 

 I am arranging site meetings every few weeks, where councillors can question the 

Project Manager … please let Hester know if you wish to be notified when the next 

one is arranged. 

 

• TRAFFIC PROPOSALS 
 Thank you to Council for supporting the further development of proposals, to reduce 

the amount of traffic driving up Market Jew Street and subsequently Wharf Road/the 

promenade area.  Penzance TC representatives will be properly involved in 

discussions prior to any implementation. 

 

 Changes have already been made to close Chapel Street during the evening 

between Thursday and Sunday; initial feedback is very positive. 
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• HOMELESSNESS 

• The vast majority of rough sleepers in and around Penzance have been given 
temporary accommodation… there are 10 ‘pods’ in operation at Long Rock 
(Councillor Cliffe and I visited the site on Friday) which are working well. The Lugger 
contract has been extended for several more weeks and there is additional 
accommodation nearby, including a further site on the promenade and just round 
the corner on Alexandra Road. A new location has just opened at the Youth Hostel 
at Castle Horneck. Councillors familiar with the Division ‘maps’, will note that the 
majority of this provision is in Penzance Promenade… 

 

 Given previous issues with unsuitable locations being identified without elected 

Member involvement, I have agreed with Cornwall Council that in future a ‘town-

wide’ approach to this will be taken, which will involve the local Cornwall councillors 

and also Town Council representation, together with the Chair of the Penzance 

District Tourism Association. 

 

 To date, Cornwall Council/Cornwall Housing’s approach to supporting those in 

acute housing need has been successful; there is excellent access to support 

services for clients and an emphasis on helping prepare them to ‘move on’ to longer 

term accommodation where they are able to do so. 

 

 The above initiatives have required significant Government and Cornwall Council 

funding … I think it is highly likely that this will be reduced in the not too distant 

future, hence the need for a co-ordinated approach to the identification of future 

sites and funding. 

 

• COVID 
 As of yesterday lunchtime, I had not been notified of any significant issues with 

pedestrian flow/resistance to social distancing. An increase in visitors over the last 

week has been noticeable which, if managed safely, will provide a much-needed 

economic boost. Particular thanks to the Town Council and the BID for all their 

brilliant work on this. 

 

 At the end of the month, I understand that the weekly food boxes to those people on 

the ‘Shield’ list are due to come to an end… I have already had calls from a couple 

of people concerned about this and particularly how they can safely continue to 

have access to what they need.  

 

 I still have access to a group of volunteers (Hester has this list if needed) with whom 

I will continue to work whilst there is a need to do so (I believe that this is also the 

case with the other Cornwall Councillors too). 

 

Once again, a huge thanks to the Officers and Members of the Town Council for all your 

help – it is very much appreciated. 
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Cllr Cornelius Olivier 

 

Please accept my apologies for this meeting which is due to health reasons.  However, I 

would like to make a few comments on the contents of your meeting agenda. 

 

I strongly support the introduction of further pedestrianisation to the Town Centre, I 

believe there could be benefits both in terms of the commercial life of Penzance and the 

quality of life of its inhabitants  

However, I think it essential to keep those residents most affected by such schemes 

fully informed and ensure that new regulations contain necessary exemptions. 

 

I hope Councillors will do the most they can to fund schemes helping the young people 

of the Parish (I am still very hopeful that suitable premises can be obtained for a 

‘Penzance Youth Centre’) 

 

I would strongly support the proposal to provide additional support for the development 

of a Neighbourhood Plan, I think it is the case that the NDP process in our Parish has 

been under resourced considering the size of the area it is dealing with. 

 

 For the Council to continue to give substantial support to the SFP/Growing Links, is 

entirely appropriate considering the importance of the work they do and the way they 

have risen to recent challenges.  

 

Cllr Mario Fonk 

 

I am unfortunately unable to join the virtual meeting due to my caring responsibilities, 

however I would like to add my support for the pedestrianisation of parts of the town 

centre, this should, in my opinion, include Causewayhead.  I often get complaints about 

vehicles using it as a rat run and I am surprised we have not had more accidents. This 

is not in my Division and I do not want people to think that I’m meddling in somebody 

else’s Ward, but it is something I’ve been complaining about for years! 

 

33. TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the press) have been 
excluded as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960  
 
Due to the confidential nature of agenda item 12 (b) Anti-Social Behaviour Caseworker 
SLA, it was unanimously 
 
RESOLVED – that item 12 (b) Confidential report for decision – Anti-Social Behaviour 
Caseworker SLA, would be discussed at a closed zoom meeting at the end of this 
meeting. 
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Proposed: Cllr White; seconded: Cllr Thomas) 
 

34. TO APPROVE WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

No requests had been submitted. 
 
35. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING OF 26 MAY 2020 AND 

THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF 2 JULY 2020 
 

The minutes of the meetings having been previously circulated, it was unanimously 
 
RESOLVED – to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 26 May 2020. 
(Proposed: Cllr Elliott; seconded: Cllr Jackson) 
 
It was further 
 
RESOLVED – to approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 2 
July 2020. 
(Proposed: Cllr Elliott; seconded: Cllr Lambourn) 
 
For: Cllrs Axford, Baker, Broadhurst, Davis, Dixon, Elliott, How, Jackson, Lambourn, 
Pengelly, White, Young 
Abstained:  Cllrs Cordel, Thomas 

 
36. TO DEAL WITH BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE TO BE DONE 
 

There was no business to be transacted. 
 
37. TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF WHICH PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE 

HAD BEEN GIVEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SO NO. 17 
 
No questions had been submitted. 

 
38. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Mayor announced there had been no civic engagements but a lot of ongoing 
Council-related work. 

 
39. TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 
(a) Penlee House Committee – 1 June 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Penlee House Committee meeting held on 1 June 2020 were 
presented and noted. 
 

(b) Leisure & Amenities Committee – 8 June 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Leisure & Amenities Committee meeting held on 8 June 2020 
were presented and noted. 
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(c) Finance & General Purposes Committee – 15 June 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 15 
June 2020 were presented and noted. 
 

(d) Planning Committee – 10 June & 1 July 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 10 June and 1 July 
2020 were presented and noted. 
 

(e) Off-Street Parking Places Order 2020 Sub-Committee – 30 June 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Off-Street Parking Places Order 2020 Sub-Committee meeting 
held on 30 June 2020 were presented and noted. 
 

(f) Personnel Committee (Confidential) – 1 July 2020 
 

The Confidential Minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 1 July 2020 
were presented and noted. 

 
40. REPORTS FOR DECISION 

 
(a) Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) Consultation 

 

Local Authorities must consult with local Town/Parish Councils and land owners 

prior to the creation of a PSPO.  However, due to the current national situation 

regarding the Coronavirus (Covid 19) Pandemic and the difficulties this would 

impose for carrying out an effective review of existing controls through a 

consultation process, Cornwall Council intended to renew the existing PSPO’s, 

with the current conditions, for another 12 months, and then to fully consult on 

their 3-year renewal in 2021. 

 

It was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – 
 
to agree to the current PSPOs, that were due to expire in October 2020, being 

extended for a further 12 months due to the difficulties caused by the Covid-19 

pandemic and that a full consultation on a 3-year renewal be carried out in 2021. 

(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Elliott) 
 

(b) Anti-Social Behaviour Caseworker SLA (Confidential item that was considered 

during a separate confidential meeting held at the close of this meeting) 

 

Moved to the end of the meeting (see below). 
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(c) Off-Street Parking Places Order 2020 – recommendations from Sub-Committee 

 

Cornwall Council’s legal department had been commissioned to carry out a review 

of the Off-Street Parking Places Order for the Wellfields Car-Park. The Town Clerk 

received a draft of the new Order mid-March shortly before the pandemic lock-

down period started.   

 

The Off-Street Parking Places Order 2020 Sub-Committee had considered the 

draft Order and members were asked to approve the content of the document. 

 

It was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – to approve the content of the draft Off-Street Parking Places Order 
2020 for Wellfields Car Park and to request that the Town Clerk instruct Cornwall 
Council to move to the consultation stage of the review. 
(Proposed: Cllr Axford; seconded: Cllr Dixon) 
 
Cornwall Councillor Roger Harding joined the meeting at 7.20pm.  
 

(d) Grant Funding Requests 

 

  (i) CRCC Youth Activities in Summer Season 

 

Cornwall Rural Community Charity had been looking at ways they could 

continue to support Penzance during the ongoing pandemic climate by 

offering an alternative to their transition programme offer and summer 

get togethers. 

The proposal was to work with local police, targeted youth workers and 

the anti-social behaviour team to identify young people from Penzance 

Parish who would benefit from a programme of activity over the 

summer.  The overall aim being to support reducing anti-social 

behaviour in the town for the benefit of the whole community. 

 

Following discussion of the grant funding request and assurances that 

adequate risk assessments had been drawn up to deal with the 

restrictions of social distancing in the current pandemic climate, it was  

 

   RESOLVED – to provide a grant of £6,792 to enable 24 young people 

to attend a programme for one day a week, for an eight week period.  

The funding to be provided 50% from the Youth Services Fund (£3,396) 

and 50% from the Social Action Fund (£3,396). 

   (Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Axford) 

 

   For:  Cllrs Axford, Baker, Broadhurst, Cordel, Dixon, How, Jackson, 
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Lambourn, Pengelly, Thomas, White, Young 

   Abstained:  Cllrs Davis, Elliott 

 

  (ii) Growing Links Street Food Project 

 

Before and during the Covid-19 crisis, Growing Links had been 

supporting the most vulnerable people in the local area, providing 

adequate healthy food provision, a point of social contact and 

appropriate safeguarding support.   

 

Further funding from Penzance Council would benefit up to 500 local 

(Penzance & wider Penwith area), vulnerable people experiencing food 

poverty including working families, children, youth, the elderly, people 

with disabilities , people with mental health issues, people experiencing 

homelessness, women’s aid re-settlers, people coming out of prison, 

rehab and detox. 

 

  It was unanimously 

 

   RESOLVED – to award a grant of £1500 to Growing Links to fund one 

week of food purchasing for their Growing Links Street Food Project 

and the Growing Links Food Store Project. 

   (Proposed: Cllr Thomas; seconded: Cllr Dixon) 

 

(e) The St Paul’s Trust of Penzance – Councillor nomination to Trust Board 

 

At the Council meeting of 26 May, members had requested further information 
about The Saint Paul’s Trust of Penzance before making a decision about 
nominating a Councillor to join the Trust Board. 
 
This information had now been provided and was presented to Members.  
However, as the Trust was affiliated with the Church of England and the Town 
Council could not be seen to support one particular religious or faith body, it was 
unanimously 
 

RESOLVED – to decline the request for a Member of Penzance Council to join the 
Board of Trustees of the St Paul’s Trust of Penzance. 
(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Cordel) 
 

(f) Annual Policy Review – approval and adoption of amendments 

 

The Annual Policy Review had been conducted during March/April 2020 and 

Members were asked to approve amendments to the following policies: 

 

• Bereavement Policy 
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• Bullying & Harassment Policy 

• Capability Procedure 

• Enhanced Employee Benefits Scheme 

• Local Government Pension Scheme 

 

It was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED –to agree to the proposed amendments to the Bereavement Policy, 
Bullying & Harassment Policy, Capability Procedure, Enhanced Employee Benefits 
Scheme and Local Government Pension Scheme, and to adopt the revised 
policies. 
(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Axford) 
 

(g) Personnel Committee Terms of Reference – approval and adoption of 

amendments 

 

At the Council meeting of 16 December 2019, members had resolved to approve 

and adopt the recommended revisions to the Terms of Reference for the 

Personnel Committee that resulted from the review conducted by South West 

Councils.   

 

The revised Terms of Reference were now presented for Members’ consideration 

and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – to approve and adopt the revised Terms of Reference for the 
Personnel Committee. 
(Proposed: Cllr Jackson; seconded: Cllr Lambourn) 
 

(h) Councillor Advocate Scheme 

 

The Police & Crime Commissioner’s Office was seeking representatives from local 
Councils to join the Councillor Advocate Scheme.   
 
The Councillor Advocate Scheme aimed to ensure that:  
 
• Councillors felt more informed about crime and policing in their local area;  
• a practical and positive route existed to enable the Council to bring the overall 

views of the community to the police;  
• the PCC was kept informed of community views across Devon, Cornwall and 

the Isles of Scilly, so that she could effectively hold the chief Constable to 
account for policing;  

• consistent, accurate and honest information relating to crime and community 
safety was cascaded to the public;  

• Councillors felt more equipped to inform the public about crime and policing, 
educate the community about crime and support/encourage greater reporting 
of issues to the police and other appropriate partner organisations; and  
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• police officers time was used to its optimum by enabling the cascade of 
information to be efficient and without duplication.  

 
Cllr Dixon proposed Cllr Elliott to be Penzance Council’s representative, and it was 
unanimously 
 

RESOLVED – to appoint Cllr Elliott as Penzance Council’s representative to the 
Police & Crime Commissioner’s Councillor Advocate Scheme. 
(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Davis) 
 

(i) Neighbourhood Development Plan Proposal 

 

The Council was provided with a status update on the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan and members were asked to approve a procurement process 

being carried out to commission a person or organisation to undertake the work 

needed to complete the drafting of the plan and to collate and cross-reference the 

evidence base to the plan’s objectives and policies. 

 

It was 

 

RESOLVED – to agree that: 
 
a) A procurement process be carried out to commission a person or organisation 

to undertake the work needed to complete the drafting of the Neighbourhood 
Plan and to collate and cross -reference the evidence base to the plan’s 
objectives and policies; 

 
b) The cost of this to be taken from the existing budget line for the production of 

Neighbourhood Plan (3115).  
 
c) Cornwall Council to be approached regarding a ’top-up’ grant if Penzance 

Council’s budget is not sufficient to cover the costs of the commissioned 
works. 

 
(Proposed: Cllr Dixon; seconded: Cllr Cordel) 
 
For:  Cllrs Baker, Broadhurst, Cordel, Dixon, Elliott, How, Jackson, Pengelly, 
White, Young 
Against: Cllrs Axford, Davis  
Abstained: Cllrs Lambourn, Thomas 
  

41. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

(a) Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr Cliffe) 

 

Cllr Cliffe not being present, no report was available but a written report had been 

provided for item 40 (i) above . 
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(b) Penzance BID (Cllr Cliffe) 

 

 Cllr Cliffe not being present, no report was available. 

 

(c) Jubilee Pool (Cllr Dixon) 

 

• The café opened last week for seated customers having been doing take-

aways since early June. Take up has been better than expected.   

 

• The pool will re-open on 25th July. The geo-thermal facilities will open later 

(probably late August) but the work is nearing completion: 

o The power upgrade (paid for by Geothermal Energy Limited) has been 

completed and the electricity connection for the geo-pool ground source 

heat pumps is now live . During the course of this coming week, the 

pumps and connections to our plant room will be tested and the geo-pool 

will be functional by Friday 24th July BUT won’t open it to the public 

until we have a pool cover.  

The cover is essential to keep it insulated to retain the heat and to keep it safe 

should people decide they want to try and get in at night! Despite starting the 

procurement process for the cover back in January, the bespoke nature of it 

and lockdown mean that it’s only going to manufacture now. We anticipate 

delivery and installation within the next month but don’t have a firm date. 

 

• We will be holding a volunteer day on 21st July to get some pre-opening 

painting and cleaning done. This is usually done by staff during spring but 

hasn’t been possible due to lockdown. This will be covered on BBC Spotlight. 

 

• On Friday 24th, a local lady Joyce Cooper will be the first person to use the 

geo-pool. She is 92, was at the opening of the pool in 1935 and been a regular 

swimmer every since. Her health is now failing and she wanted to have a “last 

swim”. That afternoon, the main pool will be open for a “key-worker” free swim 

event. 

 

• Finance: 

o We have been successful in applying for emergency COVID grant funding 

from Power to Change (£50k) and Sport England (£10k) 

o AHF, our main lender (£850k) has suspended interest and capital 

repayments until 20th September 2020 and we’ve requested that this is 

extended until 31st March 2021 

o Coop which has lent us £50k has deferred capital repayments by 1 year  

• General – as noted above, the geo-thermal work is now nearing completion. 

This will mark the end of the capital investment in the pool and the focus will 

be on operations and delivery. 
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• QUEST accreditation. Once we re-open, we will be able to set a date for the 

QUEST visit and audit. This is likely to take place during September and 

accreditation should follow from that 

 

42. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

 

(a) 2020/21 Budget 

 

It was note that there were no further changes to the 2020/21 budget that had 

been agreed at the Extraordinary Council meeting of 2 July 2020. 

 

(b) Covid-19 Pandemic – thank you from Cornwall Council 

 

The Town Clerk had received an email, sent on behalf of the Community Network 

Manager, Cornwall Councillors and the Chair of the West Penwith Community 

Network Area, thanking the Town Clerk and Officers of Penzance Council for their 

invaluable support and assistance to vulnerable members of the community during 

the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

 

(c) Accelerator Fund – Cycle Hub 

 

No report was available; however, the Mayor informed members that the deadline 

for submission of a bid for the funding was 14 August 2020 and the project would 

need to be completed by 31 March 2021. 

 

[7.55pm Cllr Cliffe joined the meeting] 

 

43. MATTERS ARISING FOR REPORT AT NEXT MEETING ONLY 

 

• Budget 

• Hypatia Trust project update 
 

Cllr Harding, having joined the meeting after agenda item 4. Cornwall Councillors’ 

reports, was provided the opportunity of addressing the meeting at this stage. 

 

Cllr Roger Harding 

 

• Cllr Harding expressed appreciation of the help provided by Penzance Council 

during the Covid-19 crisis and praised the partnership working that had taken 

place. 

 

• During the pandemic lockdown, there had been a problem in Mousehole & Newlyn 

Ward of the illegal use of letting properties and second-home owners travelling to 

the area. 
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• With the sudden influx of visitors, following the easing of the lockdown restrictions, 

there were now problems with increased traffic and parking and also with people 

not adhering to the social distancing regulations.  Ways of tackling these issues 

were being investigated. 

 

• There had been a sudden increase in the number of planning applications being 

submitted. 

The meeting closed at 8.03pm  
 

 
The meeting reconvened at 8.30pm and the Town Clerk conducted a roll-call: 
 
Present:  Cllrs Axford, Baker, Broadhurst, Cliffe, Cordel, Dixon, Elliott, How, Jackson, 
Pengelly, Thomas, White, Young 
 
12. 

(b) Anti-Social Behaviour Caseworker SLA (Confidential item that was considered 

during a separate confidential meeting held at the close of this meeting) 

 

Previously members had agreed to increase the funding for the Anti-Social 
Behaviour Caseworker post, that was jointly funded with Cornwall Council, until 
end of May 2021. 
 
At the 26 May 2020 full Council meeting, the Council resolved (Minute 13(l)) to 
approve the recommendation of the Town Clerk that a Service Level Agreement 
with Cornwall Council be drawn up to formalise the arrangement for the next 12 
months.  
 
This draft SLA was now presented for Council’s approval and it was 
 

RESOLVED – to approve the content of the Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

Caseworker Service Level Agreement (SLA) and request that the Town Clerk 

arrange the signing of the document.  

(Proposed: Cllr Cliffe; seconded: Cllr Pengelly) 
 
For:  Cllrs Broadhurst, Cliffe, Elliott, How, Jackson, Pengelly, Thomas, White, 
Young 
Against: Cllrs Axford, Cordel, Dixon  
Abstained: Cllr Baker 
 

The meeting closed at 8.53pm 
 
 
 

Town Mayor 
21 September 2020 

 


