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FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 20 OCTOBER 2025 

GRANT BUDGET BALANCE 2025/26 

Grant Budget Summary for Meeting (Window 3 – 2025/26) 

Budget 

Available for 

Meeting 

Value of 

Applications 

Requested 

Variance 

£20,916 £16,263.73 £4,652.27 

Background: 

Penzance Council agree an annual budget available to award grants to community 
organisations directly benefiting the residents of the parish and which meet the 
strategic objectives adopted by the Council. The level of the grant budget is agreed as 
part of the wider Council budget in January for the forthcoming financial year. For the 
financial period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026, this level was agreed at £70,000 and 
this amount is split equally between the grant windows available within the year as 
listed on the Council’s website, of which there are four windows and therefore £17,500 
is available to each. If the requested applications exceed the available budget, the 
Committee must agree to either reduce certain grants or not approve grant(s) at all. If 
there is budget remaining, then this is equally split between the remainder of meetings 
in the year to increase the budget available in those windows. 

The order each grant application is numbered on the meeting agenda is the order in 
which applications were submitted, fully completed and ready for consideration. 

Outcome of previous grant windows in 2025/26 

Grant Window Total Awarded Carry Forward 

1 (7 July 2025) £17,500 N/A 

2 (1 September 2025) £10,668 £6,832 
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Item 7(a) 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 20 OCTOBER 2025 

 

REPORT FOR DECISION 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT – THE SOLOMON BROWNE MEMORIAL HALL 

ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

Grant Request Summary: 

 

Amount Requested £4,990.73 

Summary of Project Restore and convert disused 

telephone box on Chapel 

Street in Mousehole 

Supporting Councillor Penny Osborne 

Grants Received in Past 

5 Years 

2022/23 - £2,995 

Has other grant funding 

been sourced? 

No 

 

 

Recommendation: 

 
A grant, of an amount to be determined, be awarded from the General Grants Budget 
to The Solomon Browne Memorial Hall Association for the project: ‘The Mousehole 
Telephone Box Library’. 
 
OR:- 
 
No grant be provided to The Solomon Browne Memorial Hall Association for the 
project: ‘The Mousehole Telephone Box Library’. 
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Item 7(a) 

Background: 

 
Information about the cause of the organisation and the reason for their grant request 
can be viewed at Appendix 1 to this report, including both the grant application and 
supporting documentation. 
 
It should be noted that, in accordance with the Council’s adopted Grants Policy, in 
instances where projects require additional funding in order to proceed, Penzance 
Council will not release any approved funds until such time that all other funding is in 
place/secured, and for a maximum of twelve months from the date of approval. 
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Page 6 of 13 
Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

red telephone box to its former 1960’s glory. Volunteers 
will strip the box back, replace damaged parts, fit a door 
arm so the door can be propped open for access, then 
repaint the box in its traditional red.  A solid wood floor 
will be fitted, the power cables covered, and then the 
inside will be fitted with shelves and a pin board.  
Revitalising the area 
The area is currently a neglected bit of land. 
Investigations in 2023 revealed that the area is owned by 
Cornwall Council, however they have not been 
maintaining it as it is not a highway.  The current planter 
and the general cleanliness of the area is provided by 
residents. The Solomon Browne Hall have been in 
conversation with Cornwall Council and Penzance 
Council to transfer ownership to either Penzance Council 
or Paul Parish which would bring with it more defined 
responsibility for maintenance. Meanwhile, we are 
working with Cornwall Council to ensure that all the 
appropriate permissions are in place for our proposed 
plans, which include replacing the current large planter 
with smaller planters and seasonal plants, making the 
area more inviting and the telephone box more visible. 
Discrete solar panels designed specifically for the K6 will 
gently light the box in the dark autumn and winter 
evenings.  A dark grey bench made from recycled plastic 
from local firm DCW Polymers (who also provided the 
bench at the Rock Pool restoration) will provide a sunny 
spot to sit and decide which book to take, as well as a 
welcome place to take a moment and catch your breath 
for those who need it.  An information board with a 
photograph of this exact spot will tell the history of this 
area in the village, maintaining local knowledge and 
enhancing a feeling of pride in our community.  
The Telephone Box Library and the Community 
The shelves will be filled with a curated collection of 
books, puzzles and games for both adults and children 
that can be borrowed or exchanged by members of the 
community. The pin board will allow for local events to be 
advertised. Volunteers will keep the box tidy and prevent 
it from becoming a dumping ground for unwanted books 
(liaising with other libraries, hospitals and communities 
for surplus or to help with variety). 
It is envisaged that a trip to the Telephone Box Library 
will be a cornerstone memory for the children of 
Mousehole, as well as a fun focus for our local 
community of readers and puzzlers. Readers of all ages 
will be encouraged to provide potted reviews and make 
recommendations as the books are shared 

Item 7(a) - Appendix 1
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Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

Outreach 
Mousehole has a population of approximately 550 
people, more than half of whom are over sixty. Isolation 
is an increasing problem as our population ages. Mobility 
issues make getting out difficult, the loss of friends 
means there is no one to visit anyway, and loneliness is 
too often an accepted concomitant to old age. Many of 
our older residents find the digital world difficult to 
engage with, and books, games and puzzles are more 
familiar than the electronic media of the younger 
residents.  
Longer term, the Telephone Box Library is envisaged as 
a bridge, a reason to have another community member 
visit with a swapped or borrowed book or puzzle to share 
from our library, as well as an opportunity to discuss what 
they’ve read or would like to read next. Mousehole has 
four book clubs! Their book club books can be recycled 
to our older homebound population, or we can encourage 
them to share their comments as they pass along books 
in a round robin. Anything which helps to foster our 
sense of community, break down barriers between the 
young and the old, keep us aware of each other and 
looking after each other is vital. 
The Solomon Browne Hall already maintain a list of 
nearly 100 local residents who participate in various 
existing outreach programmes. These will be our initial 
outreach list for the library, but notices will be put around 
the village to encourage anyone who is interested to 
contact us so they can be a part of this programme. 
Existing volunteers will be supplemented it is hoped by 
members of the Book Clubs and other interested 
readers. 
On-going maintenance, public liability and the future 
Public and Employer Liability Insurance has been 
secured by the Solomon Browne Hall. The owner of the 
adjacent house has volunteered to have the paving and 
walls cleaned when she has her own done. There is 
interest in the village to supply and maintain plants for 
the planters. A rota of volunteers will be created, making 
use of the book club members and other interested 
parties, to ensure that the telephone box remains 
relevant and a community resource. Additional 
volunteers will be enlisted to maintain the exterior of the 
telephone box. 
Once the ownership of the land is sorted, the next phase 
would be to make the area wheelchair accessible and to 
bring the books within reach for those who use 
wheelchairs and mobility scooters. 
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Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

3 Emails from Cornwall Council discussing potential to devolve site to Penzance Council 
 
Photographs of site and telephone box as it is currently 
 
Photographs and links to examples of other telephone box libraries 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If any of the above documents have not been enclosed, please give reasons why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Declaration by the applicant 
 

I/We declare that, to the best of my/our belief, the information given on this application 
form and in any enclosed supporting document is correct. 

I/We declare that, I/we have read the Council’s Grant Policy and believe to the best of our 
knowledge, that we meet the criteria set out by the Policy. 

 
I/We accept the following: 

 
(i) that any false information we provide, even if provided in good faith, may lead 

to the withdrawal of the grant offered, 
 

(ii) a presentation is required by the applicant(s) to the Council. This will be 
arranged prior to any meeting by the Council staff. 

 
(iii) that any grant offered will be used only for the purposes set out in this 

application and 
 

(iv) that we will provide reports on progress to Penzance Council and attend the 
Annual Town meeting (see section 4.1) (if appropriate). 

 
(v) that should any grant offered, not be used in accordance with the terms and 

conditions set by Penzance Council, we undertake on behalf of the 
organisation to repay the outstanding amount to Penzance Council on 

Item 7(a) - Appendix 1
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Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

Please return your completed form and relevant information to:  

Penzance Council 

Email: info@penzance-tc.gov.uk 
In-person/post: Penlee Centre, Penlee Park, Penzance, TR18 4HE 
 
(if you wish to post an application, you must ensure that it arrives before the grant window 
deadline, this method is not recommended unless you use guaranteed delivery) 

Item 7(a) - Appendix 1
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Item 7(b) 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 20 OCTOBER 2025 

REPORT FOR DECISION 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT – ST. PIRAN IN PENWITH 

Grant Request Summary: 

Amount Requested £1,860.00 

Summary of Project For costs relating to the 

delivery of the 2026 St. Piran 

in Penwith Celebrations 

Supporting Councillor Thalia Marrington 

Grants Received in Past 

5 Years 

2024/25 - £2,956 

2023/24 - £1,992 

2022/23 - £1,000 

2020/21 - £600 

2019/20 - £600 

Has other grant funding 

been sourced? 

No 

Recommendation: 

A grant, of an amount to be determined, be awarded from the General Grants Budget 
to St. Piran in Penwith for the project: ‘St. Piran in Penwith Celebrations’. 

OR:- 

No grant be provided to St. Piran in Penwith for the project: ‘St. Piran in Penwith 
Celebrations’. 

Our Culture Our 
Decision 
Making 

Our 
Environment 

Our Money Our People Our Places Our 
Resilience & 

Wellbeing 
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Item 7(b) 

Background: 

 
Information about the cause of the organisation and the reason for their grant request 
can be viewed at Appendix 1 to this report, including both the grant application and 
supporting documentation. 
 
It should be noted that, in accordance with the Council’s adopted Grants Policy, in 
instances where projects require additional funding in order to proceed, Penzance 
Council will not release any approved funds until such time that all other funding is in 
place/secured, and for a maximum of twelve months from the date of approval. 
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Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

 
 

If any of the above documents have not been enclosed, please give reasons why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Declaration by the applicant 

 
I/We declare that, to the best of my/our belief, the information given on this application 

form and in any enclosed supporting document is correct. 

I/We declare that, I/we have read the Council’s Grant Policy and believe to the best of our 

knowledge, that we meet the criteria set out by the Policy. 

 

I/We accept the following: 

 
(i) that any false information we provide, even if provided in good faith, may lead 

to the withdrawal of the grant offered, 

 
(ii) a presentation is required by the applicant(s) to the Council. This will be 

arranged prior to any meeting by the Council staff. 

 
(iii) that any grant offered will be used only for the purposes set out in this 

application and 

 
(iv) that we will provide reports on progress to Penzance Council and attend the 

Annual Town meeting (see section 4.1) (if appropriate). 

 
(v) that should any grant offered, not be used in accordance with the terms and 

conditions set by Penzance Council, we undertake on behalf of the 

organisation to repay the outstanding amount to Penzance Council on 

demand. 

 
(vi) that I/we will work with the Council’s Communications Officer to promote the 

grant award and will acknowledge the funding provided by Penzance Council 

in all promotional materials, media coverage & interviews, and on our 

website(s)/social media channels (if applicable). 
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Item 7(c) 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 20 OCTOBER 2025 

REPORT FOR DECISION 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT – THE HYPATIA TRUST 

Grant Request Summary: 

Amount Requested £3,418.00 

Summary of Project Who Makes History? is a 

creative residency at The 

Hypatia Trust that brings 

together activists and artists 

to explore and amplify 

overlooked stories of climate, 

race, and social justice in 

Cornwall through archival 

materials and new artistic 

works. 

Supporting Councillor Penny Young 

Grants Received in Past 

5 Years 

2024/25 - £3,000 

Has other grant funding 

been sourced? 

No 

Recommendation: 

A grant, of an amount to be determined, be awarded from the General Grants Budget 
to The Hypatia Trust for the project: ‘Who Makes History?’. 

OR:- 

No grant be provided to The Hypatia Trust for the project: ‘Who Makes History?’. 

Our Culture Our 
Decision 
Making 

Our 
Environment 

Our Money Our People Our Places Our 
Resilience & 

Wellbeing 
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Item 7(c) 

Background: 

Information about the cause of the organisation and the reason for their grant request 
can be viewed at Appendix 1 to this report, including both the grant application and 
supporting documentation. 

It should be noted that, in accordance with the Council’s adopted Grants Policy, in 
instances where projects require additional funding in order to proceed, Penzance 
Council will not release any approved funds until such time that all other funding is in 
place/secured, and for a maximum of twelve months from the date of approval. 
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Penzance Council: Grant Application 2025/26 

financial 
statement 

 
 
 
 
 

If any of the above documents have not been enclosed, please give reasons why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Declaration by the applicant 

 
I/We declare that, to the best of my/our belief, the information given on this application 

form and in any enclosed supporting document is correct. 

I/We declare that, I/we have read the Council’s Grant Policy and believe to the best of our 

knowledge, that we meet the criteria set out by the Policy. 

 

I/We accept the following: 

 
(i) that any false information we provide, even if provided in good faith, may lead 

to the withdrawal of the grant offered, 

 
(ii) a presentation is required by the applicant(s) to the Council. This will be 

arranged prior to any meeting by the Council staff. 

 
(iii) that any grant offered will be used only for the purposes set out in this 

application and 

 
(iv) that we will provide reports on progress to Penzance Council and attend the 

Annual Town meeting (see section 4.1) (if appropriate). 

 
(v) that should any grant offered, not be used in accordance with the terms and 

conditions set by Penzance Council, we undertake on behalf of the 

organisation to repay the outstanding amount to Penzance Council on 

demand. 

 
(vi) that I/we will work with the Council’s Communications Officer to promote the 

grant award and will acknowledge the funding provided by Penzance Council 

in all promotional materials, media coverage & interviews, and on our 

website(s)/social media channels (if applicable). 
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Item 7(d) 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 20 OCTOBER 2025 

REPORT FOR DECISION 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT – NEWLYN HARBOUR LIGHTS 

Grant Request Summary: 

Amount Requested £6,000.00 

Summary of Project For costs relating to the 

switch on event for Newlyn 

Christmas lights 

Supporting Councillor Penny Osborne 

Grants Received in Past 

5 Years 

2024/25 - £6,000 

2023/24 - £6,000 

Has other grant funding 

been sourced? 

No 

Recommendation: 

A grant, of an amount to be determined, be awarded from the General Grants Budget 
to Newlyn Harbour Lights for the project: ‘Newlyn Harbour Christmas Lights 2025’. 

OR:- 

No grant be provided to Newlyn Harbour Lights for the project: ‘Newlyn Harbour 
Christmas Lights 2025’. 

Background: 

Information about the cause of the organisation and the reason for their grant request 
can be viewed at Appendix 1 to this report, including both the grant application and 
supporting documentation. 
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Item 7(d) 

 
It should be noted that, in accordance with the Council’s adopted Grants Policy, in 
instances where projects require additional funding in order to proceed, Penzance 
Council will not release any approved funds until such time that all other funding is in 
place/secured, and for a maximum of twelve months from the date of approval. 
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